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Ismail Rashad 

 

I received a call from one of my relatives, who has not reached 20 years 

old. He was wounded in his shoulder in the midst of the ongoing raging 

war in Libya. He underwent two surgeries, and he complained that he 

lacked financial support from the party he fought under its banner, while 

the hospital was threatening him to interrupt the physical therapy 

treatment, if he cannot cover the costs.  

 

This is not the only case one can come across of young people, who 

plunged into a conflict which they do not know its nature or objectives, 

even if it seemed to them that the goal of the war is clear (as presented to 

them by the warlords of all sides of the conflict in Libya). The continuing 

war in Libya has become a State that is equivalent to the natural State as 

its own institutions, where tens of thousands are employed not only as 

fighters but in many other areas. The war in Libya turned into an industry 

run by beneficiaries, to come to be a trade which the warlords are gaining 

their living from its continuation after they identified the war's internal 

and external sources of funding and expanded the trails of fighting as 

agents for local and regional conflicts. And now, we are witnessing agents 

of war between the major external powers. The details of this proxy war 

will be revealed in the near future. 
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To confirm to the reader and even to those involved in the State of war, 

the article does neither intend to generalize the results nor to examine the 

intentions of any individual or party. The article tries, away from what 

was preceded, to dismantle the war machine in Libya in order to reach its 

operational justifications, beyond the many slogans posited as reasons for 

it. The sublime goal of the article resides in raising the warlords’ 

awareness, before anyone else, of the concrete repercussions of the war on 

the lives of ordinary people and its actual impact on the natural State. 

Then, to warn them of the danger of continuing to move the wheels of 

war, which inflicting outcome will hit everybody, including its warlords 

and warmongers, if they do not assume more legal and moral 

responsibility for the war's devastating results.   

 

The war continues in light of the inability of State institutions to provide 

basic services and respond to the needs of people due to the twofold oil 

crisis: The first fold, is the halt of oil exports caused by the conflict about 

it, and the second, is the decline of the oil global prices to a level that has 

not been seen for more than a decade. What has further exacerbated the 

economic and financial crisis in Libya is the deep division within the 

natural State institutions that followed the division in the power 

institutions and the ongoing struggle for dominance over them. The split 

of Libya's State institutions led to division within financial institutions, 

including the Central Bank of Libya, economic institutions such as the 

National Oil Corporation (NOC), and others social and religious 

institutions such as the Fatwa Council (Dar al-Ifta), where all are 

justifying the division and funding it financially and intellectually, and 

call for the war.  
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The economic and political crisis of the natural State led to the increase of 

unemployment among Libyan youth which reached nearly 30%, 

according to local reports. In addition to that is the disguised 

unemployment in the oversized employment cadre in the State 

institutions, which has strained the State's budget. In fact, the latter is 

striving to fulfill its obligations towards more than one million employees 

and pay their salaries, from the empty State treasury. Moreover, these 

salaries have lost much of their value due to the high exchange rate of the 

Dollar in the parallel market and the crisis of trust in the Libyan banks 

which led to a high deficit in the liquidity and a sharp rise in the 

commodities prices besides the scarcity of some of them.   

In light of this crisis, which is not expected to be resolved for reasons 

related to: 

- The inability of a divided political class to take firm decisions to reduce 

government expenditures as well as the prevention of financial and 

administrative corruption in State institutions; 

- The widening scope of conflict over oil, which is the most important 

income source for the natural State's budget; 

-  The ramping division of power and State institutions to the extent that 

could lead to the collapse of both structures; 

-  The growing of proxy wars in Libya between regional and international 

powers, which have become the primary feeder for the State of war and its 

industry in Libya. 
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 In light of this complex crisis, the State of war has created for itself an 

economy represented in the war logistics including the moral, religious 

and cultural support. This new economy has created unnatural way of 

living and means of making money for those, towards whom the natural 

State was unable to fulfill its financial and ethical commitment. The State 

of war has become among them most important means to achieve social, 

political and religious influences for the warlords and their supporting 

elites. 

 

Today, hospitals and clinics in Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, and Turkey and in 

dozens of other countries are teeming with thousands of wounded of the 

raging war, among whom hundreds have their legs and arms amputated or 

completely paralyzed. Not to mention the thousands who died in the war, 

to which the need for money and making a living for themselves and their 

families, pushed many of them to participate.  

 

Several confessions of youth, who were captured by parties to the war, 

stated that they were promised to earn salaries and benefits, amid the 

inability of the State to contain them and their aspirations and needs and 

those of their families. It has been known that these armed religious or 

regional organizations pay salaries and grant benefits for their fighters. 

 

What usually happens in a State of war is that the warlords and their 

committees re-examine the situation of the wounded among the fighters, 

in order to financially abandon those who are completely unable to 
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participate once again in the war. In fact, the unwritten contract with the 

recruited fighters is based on granting them salaries and benefits as long 

as they are able to fight. Once they are unable to go back to the battle 

field, they are simply abandoned. This is justified for the warlords of the 

State of war, because their State is not of structural nature that is 

committed to laws and ethics towards the ordinary people, but rather, its 

purpose is the continuation of the war and domination. Therefore, there is 

no place in it for the elderly and weak, but to the extent that it serves the 

purposes of the war itself, such as the families of the actual fighters. 

 

Many of the displaced people are forced to return to participate in the war 

because of their inability, in the areas of displacement, to provide the 

everyday necessities of life for their families and those dependent on them 

and the inability of the natural State institutions to respond to its people's 

needs due to the deteriorating economic and financial situation. In 

addition to that, is the control of the committees and bodies affiliated to 

the warlords over the private money of migrants, which urges the natural 

State to deal with the official institutions within its structure such as the 

Libya's Social Security Fund and other concerned entities that are subject 

to the financial and administrative control.  

 

In the areas of influence of the warlords, many displaced people have 

been subjected to their threat in case they confront the warlords, who run 

the ferocious State of war that is predominating the natural State.  

Recently a group of internally displaced persons and other refugees 

abroad decided to return back to their towns and regions escaping the 

displacement and refuge conditions that are exacerbating every day 

without any mercy from the State of war institutions. 
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With the prolonged war in Libya, the warlords in their different levels 

were able to take control over large parts of the financial resources and 

relationships, which gave them a great deal of influence on fighters, 

whether individuals, ground commanders who are not associated with the 

funding sources, political parties, several social groups, religious and 

public figures, and intellectuals. In Libya now, these Warlords own 

religious interfaces and platforms, media institutions, relief institutions, 

committees for wounded, and a crisis, in which many ordinary people 

work to earn their living from these warlords.  

 

The warlords took control over the power's institutions making the latter a 

subject to their conditions and sometimes to their extortion. Consequently, 

the State institutions have turned into institutions that support the war and 

its lords, through collecting information, fund, managing their public 

relations campaigns, launching their media and religious campaigns, and 

even recruiting fighters for them. In their war, the warlords were also able 

to represent the regional conflicts which opened up the doors to a 

continued external support that reflects the regional and international 

conflict.  

 

Some of the warlords built relationship with other warlords in other 

countries, making of Libya a big regional market for the wars supplies, 

according to several international reports and also data from neighboring 

countries, related to arms smuggling from Libya. Furthermore, paths were 

established in Libya in order to smuggle the foreign fighters or to call 

them upon the need, as pointed out by several testimonies and also by all 

the parties to war.   
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Even the media and religious discourse and concepts, which are 

disseminated to ordinary people, are manufactured by a religious and 

media war machine and elite that does not belong to the natural State; 

although it is located in its institutions, they follow the warlords and their 

supporters inside and their networks of relationships abroad. These factors 

are complicating the natural State's mission in regaining the lead inside its 

institutions which were usurped by the State of war. The natural State 

must commit all cultural, religious and media institutions to firm ethical 

rules based on law in order for these rules to monitor the discourses 

disseminated by these institutions. These rules shall not grant any 

institutions an exception from the ethical control as the latter has the 

authority to legally hold the violators accountable.  

 

It is important to note that any attempt to put an end to the war in Libya 

means to start dismantling the State of war that is predominating the 

natural State. In this sense, the natural State has to be able to reassume its 

responsibilities towards the people, including those who were involved in 

the wars extended in Libya's geography for reasons related to earning 

one's living, whose number is not low.  

 

Amongst the responsibilities and priorities of the natural State are to 

retake control over oil, as it is the sole income source of the State and to 

plan in investing its revenues in spatial development projects that are 

monitored by the natural State agencies as well as to draw from the wide 

human experience in this field.   
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The natural State has to address the economic and financial crisis by 

diversifying the sources of economic outcome through setting up local 

absorptive development programs. The administrative regions should 

follow up these projects as they represent an important part of the natural 

State's structure and not to allow the emergence of parallel entities under 

the pretext of reconstruction or integration of fighters. The State of war 

has to be dismantled by the natural State agencies and institutions, which 

have to be subjected to the control of the specialized institutions such as 

the Audit Bureau and the Administrative Control Authority. Most 

importantly, the natural State shall address the declared and disguised 

unemployment issue through launching local development programs 

while avoiding the establishment of a new rentier economy that would 

transform people to non-active employees in the flabby state structure. 

 

It remains essential to realize that the reintegration of fighters away from 

the State of war and its lords means examining their conditions along with 

the conditions of their families as well as the elite, who are earning living 

by culturally, socially and religiously supporting the warlords. 

 

In short, the natural State has to regain the confidence that it can meet the 

needs of people, generate steady job opportunities that ensure a living for 

them, start to deliver basic services to the ordinary people, among whom 

the fighters while protecting their personal and collective safety. This 

would lead those making living from the State of war to quit it and seek 

resort to the natural State.  
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These efforts will not succeed without drying up internal and external 

sources of support for all the warlords under any name, title and 

legitimacy. This could only be achieved through the ability of the current 

of the natural State to: 

-  Rebuild people's awareness of the importance of dismantling the State 

of war; 

- Manage both the power and State institutions along with a vision that 

accommodates the majority and gives opportunities to all the citizens to 

quit joining in the wars; 

- Address the problem of unemployment; 

- Reorganize the State resources away from sham expenses that harm the 

financial structure of the State; 

- Launch a diplomatic dialogue with the regional and international 

powers, that is determined to dismantle the proxy war networks in Libya; 

- Conclude a national reconciliation based on understanding the 

differences; 

- Develop a vision for the present and future of Libya;  

- The general amnesty requires issuing a legislation that criminalizes the 

proxy war abroad or the resort to using arms in local conflicts, which 

means that international and local courts will be part of the natural State's 

diplomacy to encounter domestic and foreign parties in the event of its 

intransigence. 
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The natural State has to commit to its diplomatic efforts to urge the 

international institutions to put pressure on the countries that backed up 

the proxy wars in Libya or the internal conflict. In fact, these countries 

have to reorient their support, that was directed to the war, to support 

instead the reconstruction of Libya and revitalization of its economy 

through the issuance of UN resolutions that bind these countries to correct 

their mistakes during the civil war in Libya, as well as through bilateral 

agreements between the natural State of Libya and those countries. 

 

In my opinion, the battle in Libya today is between two States: The State 

of war that is predominating all the walks of life and which has become 

the refuge of ordinary people in order to make their living through 

working in its different levels and not only to fight. Second, the natural 

State, which has become the weaker link due to the political and social 

division, the stagnation of economy that is verging on collapse according 

to experts' reports. These conditions made the natural State unable to 

function for the benefit of the ordinary people, but rather has become 

yield to the State of war and its warlords. 
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About LOOPS 

The Libyan Organization Of Policies & Strategies (LOOPS) is an 

independent, nonprofit and nongovernmental institution founded in 

December 2014 in Tripoli, Libya. A representative branch was founded 

in Istanbul in January 2015. 

The organization carries out research and studies related to emerging 

policy and strategy issues with the aim of generating effective and 

successful policies and providing support to decision-makers. The 

organization devotes its efforts to improving the performance of Libyan 

institutions and advancing the economic and social welfare of the 

Libyan people. It seeks to spread the notions and concepts of quality, 

good governance, strategic planning and a culture of excellence so as to 

improve the performance of Libyan institutions. 

LOOPS aspires to promote and spread knowledge about public policies 

and strategies to the state through the dissemination of statistics, studies 

and periodic reports. It also organizes conferences, workshops and 

forums as platforms for discussion, the exchange of opinions and 

spreading knowledge. 
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Tel: 00218 21 340 01 43 
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